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By fall 2011, drivers should have a new route to travel between I-55 and U.S. 51 in Madison.

Work is expected to begin in May to finish Mississippi 463, by relocating the section from Post Oak Road east 
to U.S. 51 through construction of a four-lane road and a lengthy bridge over the railroad tracks.

"Hopefully, we've got a good contractor and he'll be busy," Madison public works director Denson Robinson said.

The Mississippi Transportation Commission on Tuesday is expected to award the job to Tanner Construction Co. of Ellisville. The company had the lowest bid at $27.4 million, which is almost 15 percent below the state estimate of 

$32.1 million.


Ken Wallace, of the Mississippi Department of Transportation, said the contractor should be able to start in early May 
and finish the job in 18 months over two construction seasons.

"We'll see MDOT fast-track the work," Mayor Mary Hawkins Butler said.

The 1,200-foot-long bridge will be the key component of the project that routes traffic north of the existing section that 
now passes by the new Chamber of Commerce office, two churches, some retailers and the old Madison Station Elementary that will house Tulane University.

 


The new section of Mississippi 463 connects with the four-lane boulevard section completed earlier from the 
interstate east.

"It will be a big bridge, but the railroad requires so much room. You'll be able to see it," Wallace said.  "It'll be pretty impressive."

MDOT worked with the city on the look of the high-rising span.

"It is a contact-sensitive design so it will be aesthetically pleasing. It won't be a big, gray wall," Wallace said.

As part of the job of moving the roadway north, Pecan Hill Drive at some point will be permanently closed to through 
traffic. Drivers won't be able to get into the residential neighborhood any longer but will be able to access the eastern parking area of Madison United Methodist Church.

Robinson said the city intends to schedule an informational session with neighborhood residents and "anybody who wants to stop by" to explain how the work will affect them. No date has been set.

After the state finishes Mississippi 463, Madison will focus on Main Street.

Butler said the city is working on plans that will turn the current section of road into a pedestrian-friendly area with shops and restaurants. Cars will still be able to travel on Main Street through the area that will be considered the city's historic district.

"What we want to see are sidewalks and a pedestrian shopping district," Butler said.

Alderman Ken Jacobs, whose family pharmacy sat on Main Street for years, said he envisions a family-friendly area with green spaces and fountains.

"Let this be the historic center of town," he said.  "There will be shops and restaurants where people can mill around.

"I want to see old-time Main Street restored," Jacobs said.
 

