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Concerns gathered during MEC tour

Greenville today's stop for more goals to present to state lawmakers

Jeff Ayres
jeff.ayres@jackson.gannett.com 
Mississippi's business leaders are hoping lawmakers address issues important to them while crafting a budget in an economic downturn.

Lawmakers have said the upcoming session will present new challenges and more needs at a time the state has less money to fulfill requests.

Mississippi Economic Council's tour, which stopped in Jackson on Wednesday, allows businesspeople to share their concerns and goals for lawmakers in the upcoming session. It stops in Greenville today.

"This is one of the ways we look for solutions ... listening to people," said Mayo Flynt, MEC's board chairman and president of AT&T Mississippi. "While a lot of the solutions are developed (in Jackson), not all of the answers come from here."

Gov. Haley Barbour's proposed budget is aggressive, seeking to combine several agencies and merge some of the state's universities. The Legislative Joint Budget Committee is expected to release its proposed budget Dec. 15.

Lawmakers will return to the Capitol in January to begin working on the next budget.

MEC President Blake Wilson reiterated issues the group has supported for years, including eliminating an inventory tax and boosting teacher pay.

He said he doesn't think the looming budget battle will distract from businesses' needs being heard.

"It adds more steam to the engine ... to be faster, smarter, cheaper and better in Mississippi," he said.

Angela Bryant-Ware, a human resources representative from a Ridgeland rehabilitative services company, said education needs to remain in the forefront next year and can help build a better economic climate in many ways.

"I have young children, and if we want to produce quality (people), quality businesses, a quality economy, we must have a quality education," she said.

Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann said he will support several measures, including reforming limited liability corporations and the registering of trade names.

Mike Pepper, executive director of the Mississippi Road Builders Association, said he hopes the state can find money to fund road and bridge upgrades. He said almost half of such structures in Mississippi are in less than good condition.

Lt. Gov. Phil Bryant discussed a performance-based budget proposal announced earlier this week and developed by the bipartisan Commission for a New Mississippi, comprised of business leaders and retired state officials. He said such a budget could save up to $250 million annually.

"I hear people say, 'We ought to run government like a business,' " Bryant said. "There are some differences, but there are things from the business world that you can apply."
