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MDOT: Stimulus projects to be done by spring
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The majority of Mississippi road projects funded by the federal stimulus bill will be completed by the spring, a state transportation official says.

Bridge work will take longer to complete, but the department is moving quickly to complete the roadwork, Mississippi Department of Transportation Executive Director Butch Brown said.

"We have already completed most of the (paving) overlay," Brown said. "We have already exceeded expectations."

MDOT received $354 million in stimulus funds, but a portion of the money is required to go to small cities and metropolitan planning organizations for local projects, Brown said.

He said more than $289 million has been earmarked for roads, bridges and other state highway projects.

The single largest expense is for a project in Neshoba County. The $2.52 million project will add two lanes to Mississippi 19 from the Newton County line to Mississippi 492.

"It's vital to this area," Neshoba County Board of Supervisors President Obbie Riley said. "It will connect this area to I-20 and I-59. We won't be isolated. The project is moving along well."

Thelman Boyd, public works director for Jackson, said the city will use about $3.2 million in stimulus funds.

"It will help the city extend the badly needed street resurfacing program," Boyd said.

He added that MDOT is also resurfacing some roads within the city limits using stimulus funds.

"It allows us to do more roads that we would not have been able to complete," Boyd said.

The city is also receiving some money to update JATRAN facilities and buses, he said.

Brown, who will become president of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials in October, said nationwide about 75 percent of state highway stimulus projects are obligated.

Brown said he wished more stimulus money would have been set aside for highway projects. Initially, the stimulus plan was geared toward shovel-ready, highway and bridge projects, but of the $800 billion stimulus package, $27 million, or about 3 percent, went to state highway department projects, he said.

"We needed about $8 billion," Brown said of MDOT.

Brown said the last remaining Mississippi contracts are expected to be awarded later this month.

Most stimulus projects are slated for completion within 18 months after the contract is awarded.

Some bids on small cities and metropolitan planning organizations projects will be awarded over the next couple months, MDOT spokeswoman Carrie Adams said.

MDOT administers the money and performs recording-keeping for the small cities.

